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In mid-October 1951, Pham Huy Thong told a Leftmw1nr qu
Demoeratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) 18 anxious that hoﬁtllltle hould cease
and- 15 prepared to; form a; central coalition government with other: political

grodps in Iadochina. It might once have been possible to reach en sgreement

;. with Emperor Bao Dai, but it was not now possible to treat with a msn who had

. earned the title of Night' Club King in the South of France, who wes not serious,

“and who was degenerateo‘ Spmething on the lines of General Xuants originel
' propusitlonlw although the,General himself wes discredited, would appeal to

the DRV, First, however, the DRV wishes to enter into direct negotistions

‘with the French. 2An attempt has been made to do this in Paris, snd some

French officials seemed ready to meet the DRV half-way. Thong specifically
mzntioned Rene Pleven, but said he had been overruled by those elements who
would not come to terms at any price with Ho Chi Minh.

Thony emphasized that it would not be possible for the DRV to make & move to

- ‘open negotiations. VWhile it could not be put in the position of peace-sesker,

% it would welcome eny approach. The DRV hopes that India might be persuaded

to mediate betwesn Ho Chi Ninh and Frence. The position has begn ' made diffi-

: cult, however, by the Indian-French wrangle over rondicherry. The 'Indians are

.‘normallzéprapared to act as mediators but might not, at this stage, wish to
" give the 'French the impressicn in any way that they are acting for the DRV.
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According to Thong, if it were possible for a peuce to be achieved and a new
government formed, Ho Chi Minh would participate. There would be no questicn
of nis’ subsequently attempting a coup d'etat, because orthodox Communists
whose orientetion is strictly Moscow-inspired, are a very small minority in
the Lovqrnmﬂnt. The trouble with achieving peace in the first ploce is that

‘the medistors, the Indiens, have deservedly eorned & reputation for complete

diplcmaﬁic'iheffioiency.

oL H
On 17 October’ 1961, Phem Huy Thong discussed the pence question with Aslan
Humberaci, ex-Turkish Communist, and the editor of Mondes d!Orient, in Paris.
Tuong' stated that earlier in the year he had talked With a senior Indian icivil
service reprgsentutive visiting France, who had promised to put the matter
forwsrd in Da’hlp but had apparently taken no action. Now the DRV are not
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sovious to make & direct mpproach to the Indians since they do not went it
known. that theay are prepaered to be the instigators of a peace offer, It wes
therefore agreed betwsen Thong and Humarasci thet the latter address letters
to Pendit Nehfu, Panikkar, Indian Ambassador in Peiping, and Radha Krishna,
Indien Arbazsador in Moscow, known to the editor. The editor im to forward
thess letteras vie the Indian diplomatic péuch, requesting the Indian Press
Attache, with whom he is frierdly, to send them on to the eddressees.

1% was elso sgreed thut Cleude Bourdet, editor of Observateur, be approached
to use his influence in French Goverument circles to persuade them to approsch
the Indians and ask them to act as medietors., This the editor intends to do
on Monday, 22 October 1951,

POLITICAL COMPUSITION OF DRV,

Thz DRV contains a very small percentage of Stalinists. This is even true of
the immediate advisers of Ho Chi Minh. This situation is reflected in the
make<up of the DRV pgroup in France, where some of the most trusted members,
wuit @8 the journalist Le Than Khoi, are not Communist in the orthodox sense,
nor ltaliniet,

This minority of Stelinists, however, forms the nucleus of a movement whish
haz attracted all kinds of left-wing nationalists in Indochine, because only
the USSR hes eppesred to be in favor of the national independence of the
Vietnamese people,

While scmetimes dissgreeing with the policy instructions which arrive from
Ho Chi M¥inh's hesdquarters, the Paris group sUbmit themselves entirely to
thom, voluntsrily stifling their criticism. They point out that the DRV in
Indochink is st war and that it wust receive complets support and obediencs,
even if the intransigeent poliey which a war situstion encourages Rppesrs
exagrerated when scen from Paris.

I% is the state of war which ties the pry closely to Moscow. The real Come
munists in the DRV have to make concessions to plscate the non=-Stalinist
majority but these conGessions at present are slight, for the war can only

by prosecubed with the support of the USSR and Communist China, The non=
Communist supporters of the DRV, remlizing this, accommodate themselves accord-
ingly. Xevertheless, ms the non=Communist nationalist element is strong,
poticy compromises ere froguent in order thet no soction should be estranged,

The majority of the DRV members, being non~Stalinist, are becoming restless
for pence. They feel that the DRV owes too much to the USSR already, and this
nxy give an excuse for dominetion of the future Vietnam state by the Soviets,
They alse wish to avoid intervention of Chineas Communist troops in the Indow
shinese war, snd for this resson would like to come® to terams with their
adversaries. Rether than see this, the majority would like to compromise in
a coslition gowernment, achisve pouce, and develop a pescetime economic and
anciel policy.

The majority in the DRV agree to the constant concessions made to Moscow &nd

the Staliniste ae an expediency of war, but are snxious to end this ss quickly
ag possible. '
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-Com:nent. Pham Huy Thong lives in Paris et 118 Boulevard Diderot,

Tle a_ pears to be in his early twenties, but 1s probably sbout 40 yeers of
aga. lle is very short, his face shows no wrinkles, and he wears spectacles,
Until recently, he worked et the Institut des Resherchea Scientifiques, but
zave this up in order to devote himself to ORYV motivities. He speaks good
Frenche He hes substantial funds, but lives in miserable conditions with

his wife and at lenst two children (boys)o He is, or was, a Christisn; at
present a Communist, but he does not appear to be a sectariun darxist, He
hes a plate with his nume on the door and corresponds openly, although he
states that he is under French sBurveillatce. He secems to have no fear of
the French authorities, although he severed contact in early 1951 for & period
with other DRV supporters because of French police interest in him. le pro=
duces a bulletin Vietnam Informetion 8nd is in correspondence with DRV head-
quarters in Indochina via the USSR. He is also avle to obtain press material
from DRV representatives in Moscow and'Ptégueg‘ He refers to Indochina for
pelicy end instructions sand conastantly exchanpes correspondence, although
the method ias slow.' The originel Vietnem Informetion is sent to him from
bohind the Iron Curtain. He trsnslstes it into Freuch, produces a typewrit-
ter French edition, and has it circulated by hand by- DRV supporters.,
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